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SECTION FOUR – DISTRICT WIDE STUDENT POPULATION PROJECTIONS  
 

The student population is projected out ten years for each of the study areas, attendance 
areas and for the entire Cobb County School District.  The District Wide Summary enables the 
District to see a broad overview of future population shifts and what impact these shifts may have 
on existing and future facilities. Each attendance area is summarized to give a more local view of 
population changes and identify variances in the district.  The study area listings enable the District 
to monitor student population growth or decline in neighborhood areas within the District. 
 

Together, these projection summaries, present the means for identifying the timing of future 
population shifts and overall facility adjustments needed to accommodate these shifts. At any time, 
study areas and their projected resident students can be shifted between schools to assist in 
balancing enrollment, school consolidation among various other analyses. 
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Chart 3 – Historical and Projected K-12 Enrollment 



 Cobb County School District                                          SY 2013/2014 Report 

 32 Section Four - Page 

 6/11/2014 

District-Wide Student Projection Trends 
 
The basic units in the projections are the individual study areas.  There are currently a total of 1245 study areas in 
the Cobb County School District.  The current attendance areas are made up of specific study areas (see 
APPENDIX A for a listing by study area).  The entire District Summary is simply the compilation of all of study 
areas (please see page 82 for a map of the District’s study areas and study area numbers).  For each study area, 
the student counts are projected out over ten years (Current: Fall 2013; Projected: Fall 2014 through Fall 2023). 
The District-wide District’s historical enrollment (since 2010) and its next projected ten years is on page 30. 
 

Overall, the K-12 enrollment for Cobb County School District is expected to increase over 
the next ten years.  The K-12 district population is projected to increase over 6,000 students over 
the projection time frame, a net increase of 5.53%.  The greatest increase is at the high school 
grade level.  Over the next ten years, the overall high school (grades 9-12) student population is 
expected to increase by 6,907 students, with seven of the District’s sixteen high school attendance 
areas showing some type of growth during the ten years.   
 
 Currently there are over 60 known active and future new housing projects scattered around 
the District.  At the time of this report, there are plans for 23 separate sites to build 2041 new 
housing units over the next ten years.  Development concentrated near urban and suburban areas 
of the district but the possibility of growth in outlying areas will increase when housing demands 
begin to increase.  As these and other residential development projects are approved and begin 
construction, the District must closely monitor and update the information, so as to accurately 
project future students that these and other projects may generate.  The District should consider 
conducting a build out study to help predict the maturation level 
 

Currently, Cobb County School District has a total of sixty-seven elementary (K-5, 2-5 and K-
1) schools with individual attendance areas, twenty-five middle (6-8 and 6th Grade Campus) schools 
and sixteen comprehensive high (9-12) schools with boundaries.  In October 2013, the District 
reported a total of 49,116 K-5 students, 24,875 6-8 students and 33,723 9-12 students for a total of 
107,714 K-12 students enrolled in CCSD.  According to the projections, the District is expected to 
see an increase of almost K-5 students for Fall 2014 then start to see K-5 numbers around 49,300 
Fall 2015-2017, beginning in 2018 K-5 count could begin to see a decline.  This decline is projected 
to continue through the end of the projections.  Trends driven by low birth factors and the progress 
of small student counts replacing larger ones year to year.  CCSD could see annual declines at the 
K-5 level of .2% to 1.5% starting of Fall 2018.   

 
The 6-8 student population for CCSD can expect increase student counts over the next six 

to seven years, and then will see declines from that point on due to smaller incoming grade classes 
later in the projections.  As of October 2013, the District reported 24,705 6-8 resident based 
students.  By 2020, the 6-8 count could reach 27,496 resident students (a predicted peak 
enrollment for middle schools) then decline the last three years.  This forecast will have 6-8 Student 
Counts above current numbers even though there is a decline beginning to appear in Fall 2021.  
Fall 2023 could see the 6-8 counts around 25,700 students.  Overall, that equates to a net increase 
of 812 6-8 students over the next ten years.   

 
Cobb County high school student population is projected to increase annual for the next 

nine years.   9-12 counts over the next ten years could see a net increase of over 6,300 9-12 
students by Fall 2023.  As of October 2013 CCSD had 33,723 9-12 resident students attending one 
of the comprehensive high schools.  Over the next few years, the District’s high school grade counts 
will show some growth year to year as smaller classes are replaced by larger incoming classes.  The 
high school student population is expected to range from 34,500 to over 40,600 9-12 students 
through the projections. 
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Areas of Projected Growth 
Demographic Study Watch List 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Attendance Area Capacity

Actual 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Fall 

2013 

to 

2018 

Net

Fall 

2018 

over 

Cap 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Fall 

2013 

to 

2023 

Net

Riverside Schools 1500 1850 2099.5 2267.5 2446.9 2556.3 2580.3 730.3 1080.3 2538.7 2520.6 2531.9 2542.0 2537.4 687.4

Brumby Elementary 751 1190 1336.6 1454.2 1559.1 1629.8 1655.2 465.2 904.2 1626.3 1616.2 1624.2 1629.3 1627.3 437.3

Harmony Leland Elementary 478 698 780.9 825.3 884.0 924.5 947.6 249.6 469.6 933.6 927.2 931.0 935.0 933.2 235.2

Powder Springs Elementary 865 934 994.3 1052.4 1139.9 1212.0 1295.0 361.0 430.0 1271.5 1259.9 1258.8 1255.2 1250.1 316.1

King Springs Elementary 558 737 809.0 879.9 911.4 935.1 909.7 172.7 351.7 895.2 888.4 891.8 894.8 893.6 156.6

Smyrna Elementary 919 877 955.8 1033.4 1132.2 1203.9 1234.4 357.4 315.4 1213.8 1203.3 1203.2 1202.8 1198.9 321.9

LaBelle Elementary 447 533 613.6 678.0 711.3 739.4 712.5 179.5 265.5 698.8 690.6 694.2 698.1 695.7 162.7

Hollydale Elementary 615 685 733.8 758.3 783.7 813.3 819.2 134.2 204.2 806.3 800.4 803.8 807.3 805.7 120.7

Austell Elementary 527 494 562.7 618.5 656.3 686.5 718.6 224.6 191.6 707.1 702.4 705.5 708.2 707.1 213.1

Griffin Middle 867 1186 1238.8 1299.4 1408.2 1557.0 1786.6 600.6 919.6 1902.8 1947.9 1849.1 1783.4 1763.3 577.3

Lindley Schools 1754 1727 1796.3 1927.5 2037.0 2256.7 2543.0 816.0 789.0 2925.4 3180.4 3197.5 3086.3 3056.4 1329.4

East Cobb Middle 1091 1303 1316.7 1383.3 1468.4 1622.6 1753.6 450.6 662.6 1979.6 2084.2 2114.4 2041.6 2021.4 718.4

Campbell Middle 1203 1312 1409.8 1459.9 1514.9 1592.0 1694.5 382.5 491.5 1836.7 1883.7 1855.6 1793.9 1773.9 461.9

Dodgen Middle 1046 1192 1255.2 1303.7 1384.2 1414.4 1484.7 292.7 438.7 1534.8 1545.4 1489.2 1439.0 1426.2 234.2

Garrett Middle 820 844 886.2 964.6 1026.6 1091.3 1158.8 314.8 338.8 1304.8 1371.4 1393.6 1346.3 1333.4 489.4

Pebblebrook High 1862 2106 2266.1 2474.3 2679.0 2812.7 3026.5 920.5 1164.5 3258.9 3484.0 3979.0 4482.9 4733.5 2627.5

Osborne High 2062 2374 2538.1 2712.2 2969.2 3056.3 3190.4 816.4 1128.4 3419.6 3512.9 3935.0 4151.7 4184.7 1810.7

Walton High 2362 2866 2882.7 2982.0 3054.4 3133.5 3231.6 365.6 869.6 3280.0 3411.1 3578.7 3610.0 3629.3 763.3

Campbell High 2637 2256 2355.1 2467.6 2626.0 2792.4 2854.6 598.6 217.6 2976.4 3169.6 3350.9 3575.2 3693.0 1437.0

Wheeler High 2187 1862 1954.4 2009.6 2036.1 2079.0 2200.9 338.9 13.9 2297.1 2557.0 2814.8 3129.3 3353.6 1491.6

South Cobb High 2612 1985 2071.6 2115.4 2153.3 2196.1 2320.1 335.1 -291.9 2422.0 2586.5 2806.2 2981.1 3139.8 1154.8
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SECTION FIVE – ATTENDANCE AREA PROJECTIONS BY RESIDENCE  

 
Grades K-5 Projections by Residence 
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K-5 Forecast MAP (2018) 
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K-5 Forecast MAP (Net Change 2013-2018)  
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K-5 CAPACITY MAP (2018) 
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K-5 Forecast MAP (Net Change 2013-2023) 
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K-5 Attendance Area Summaries
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 Elementary Attendance Area (K-5) Student Population Projection Trends 
 

According to the projections, the CCSD elementary grades are expected to see an overall 
decline the next ten years of approximately 1,400 K-5 students.  Over the next several years, the K-5 
counts could maintain counts above 49,000 students through Fall 2017.  This can be attributed to 
the historically larger student counts from Fall 2013 graduating through and replacing smaller 
student counts.  CCSD should see a tapering off of the gains by 2018 then begin to see the 
numbers return to fall 2012 levels.  During this point the main influence on growth and decline are 
the District’s birth rates.  Falling below 1.00 (gain/loss) this factor causes projected incoming 
Kindergarten counts to lower and eventually lead to the drop in overall K-5 counts as those 
numbers feed through the years.  On page 36, details the areas of the District where net growth or 
decline is occurring. 
 There are ten elementary school attendance areas that are expected to see some noticeable 
level of growth over the next ten years.  The elementary attendance areas with the highest potential 
student population increases over the next ten years are: Austell, Brumby, Harmony Leland, 
Hollydale, King Springs, LaBelle, Powder Springs, Riverside Schools, Smyrna and Teasley.  Teasley 
and Smyrna area growth is also influenced by development which is anticipated over the extent of 
these projections.  Planned development will be around these attendance areas (refer to page 17: 
Planned Development Summary).  These growth areas are predominately in the south and 
southeast areas of the district. 
 There are eleven K-5 attendance areas that are expected to see some noticeable level of 
decline.  The elementary areas are Baker, Belmont Hills, Bullard, Chalker, Ford, Frey, Kemp, 
Kennesaw/Big Shanty, Lewis, McCall/Acworth, and Vaughn.   Net loss areas of the District are in 
the northwest with Belmont Hills the only outlier.  These areas are not only affected by the lower 
birth factors but there are larger class sizes graduating through and being replaced by smaller ones. 
For example Bullard ES Attendance Area had 102 Kindergarten and 112 First graders respectively 
the Fourth and Fifth grades classes were 165 and 152 which means that over the next three years 
the larger grade counts will graduate and be replaced by the lower counts.  This example can be 
switched around for K-5 areas of growth.  Keep in mind that this study is based on a single snapshot 
of data and future studies will need to be conducted to tract these trends more closely. 
 

Please see the Fall 2013 K-5 (Elementary School) Attendance Matrix on page 22 for a detailed accounting 
of where the District’s K-5 students attend versus where they reside, since this document is used extensively 

for much of the following attendance area analysis. 
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Grades 6-8 Projections by Residence 
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Grades 6-8 Forecast MAP (2018) 
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Grade 6-8 Forecast MAP (Net Change 2013-2018) 
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Grade 6-8 CAPACITY MAP (2018) 
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Grade 6-8 Forecast MAP (Net Change 2013-2023) 
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Grade 6-8 Attendance Area Summaries 
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Middle School (6-8) Attendance Area Student Population Projection Trends 
 

The Cobb County School District currently has twenty-four middle schools and one 6th 
grade campus that house the District’s 6-8 student population.  During the Fall 2013 school year 
there were a total of 24,705 6-8 students residing within the CCSD boundary (up from the 24,355 
in 2012 and the 23,771 in 2011).  According to the projections, it appears that the District’s 6-8 
resident student population may continue to increase to 27,495 in 2020, but then see a decline in 
6-8 student population Fall 2021.  Fall 2014 to Fall 2020 the district can expect the 6-8 population 
to increase annually 0.39% to 3.13% (largest net increase forecast for Fall 2019).  Fall 2021 shows a 
decline of -2.92% followed by Fall 2022 of -3.42%.  The lower rates in the later part of the 
projections are directly caused by smaller classes replacing larger ones.  This is definitely a trend 
that can change and should be monitored.  Though there is predicted to be a decline by the end of 
this study, the 6-8 students counts should be higher than Fall 2013 base numbers.  Fall 2013-2023 
forecast has an 812 6-8 student count increase. 

There are six middle school (6-8) areas that reflect high rates of growth between 2013-2018.  
They are Campbell MS with 382.5 (29.15%), Dodgen MS with 292.7 (24.56%), East Cobb MS with 
450.6 (34.58%), Garrett MS with 314.8 (37.3%), Griffin MS with 600.6 (50.64%) and Lindley 
Schools (two campuses) with 816 (47.25%).  Most of these areas can attribute the gain to larger 
grades replacing smaller existing ones but in some cases mobility is another effect.  Refer to the 
variables earlier in this report.   

Durham MS, Lost Mountain MS and Palmer MS indicate a rate of decline in 6-8 student 
population of over 20% over the next five years of the projections.  Durham is projected to 
decrease by almost 350 students (-27.68%), Lost Mountain with 190 (-20.95%) and Palmer MS with 
256 (-25.39%).  Durham and Palmer are predicted to see declines in 6-8 student numbers by Fall 
2014.  Lost Mountain should see a drop next year but stay around 870 resident students until Fall 
2016 then this area will decline annually through the end of these projections.   

Middle School areas will be influenced by the lower grades student counts similar to what is 
occurring in the K-5 Attendance Areas.  Lost Mountain, as of Fall 2013, averages 300 students at 
sixth through eighth grades.  Eventually these students graduate on to high school and are replaced 
by students matriculating from the attendance area. The student counts for grades Kindergarten 
through third average 210 students.  These smaller grade counts replace the larger ones which 
cause a decline in resident students. 

 
Please see the Fall 2013 6-8 (Middle School) Attendance Matrix on page 26 for a detailed accounting of 

where the District’s 6-8 students attend versus where they reside. 

 
 

 
The District has provided DDP with the best available information at the time of this report.  The circumstances regarding 
future facilities are subject to change, especially when dealing with shifts in the housing market and economy.  The 
suggestions presented in this report are based upon the trends that the District is currently experiencing.  Projections should 
be updated annually to make sure to capture any changes that might occur more quickly than expected. 
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Grades 9-12 Projections by Residence 
  



 Cobb County School District                                          SY 2013/2014 Report 

 71 Section Five - Page 

 6/11/2014 

Grades 9-12 Forecast MAP (2018) 
 
 

 
 

A
lla

to
o

n
a

H
ig

h

C
a

m
p

b
e

ll

H
ig

h

H
a

rris
o

n
H

ig
h

H
illg

ro
v
e

H
ig

h

K
e

ll
H

ig
h

K
e

n
n

e
s
a

w
M

o
u

n
ta

in
H

ig
h

L
a

s
s
ite

r
H

ig
h

M
c
E

a
c
h
e

rn
H

ig
h

N
o

rth
C

o
b

b
H

ig
h

O
s
b

o
rn

e
H

ig
h

P
e

b
b

le
b

ro
o

k
H

ig
h

P
o

p
e

H
ig

h

S
o

u
th

C
o

b
b

H
ig

h

S
p

ra
y
b

e
rry

H
ig

h

W
a
lto

n
H

ig
h

W
h
e

e
le

r
H

ig
h

0
2
.5

5
1
.2

5

M
ile

s

F
a

ll 2
0

1
8

 9
-1

2
F

o
re

c
a

s
t

1
4

4
3
.7

 - 1
6
8

3
.9

1
6

8
4
.0

 - 2
0
7

6
.0

2
0

7
6
.1

 - 2
3
2

0
.1

2
3

2
0
.2

 - 2
4
8

2
.3

2
4

8
2
.4

 - 3
2
3

1
.6

P
re

p
a

re
d
 b

y

D
a

te
: 6

/2
/2

0
1

4 ´
9-12 Attendance Areas

Fall 2018 Forecast



 Cobb County School District                                          SY 2013/2014 Report 

 72 Section Five - Page 

 6/11/2014 

Grades 9-12 Forecast MAP (Net Change 2013-2018)  

A
lla

to
o

n
a

H
ig

h

C
a

m
p

b
e

ll

H
ig

h

H
a

rris
o

n
H

ig
h

H
illg

ro
v
e

H
ig

h

K
e

ll
H

ig
h

K
e

n
n

e
s
a

w
M

o
u

n
ta

in
H

ig
h

L
a

s
s
ite

r
H

ig
h

M
c
E

a
c
h
e

rn
H

ig
h

N
o

rth
C

o
b

b
H

ig
h

O
s
b

o
rn

e
H

ig
h

P
e

b
b

le
b

ro
o

k
H

ig
h

P
o

p
e

H
ig

h

S
o

u
th

C
o

b
b

H
ig

h

S
p

ra
y
b

e
rry

H
ig

h

W
a
lto

n
H

ig
h

W
h
e

e
le

r
H

ig
h

0
2
.5

5
1
.2

5

M
ile

s

F
a

ll 2
0
1
8

 9
-1

2
P

o
p

u
la

tio
n

C
h

a
n

g
e-3

4
4
 - -1

4
2

-1
4

1
 - 1

3
5

1
3

6
 - 2

0
7

2
0

8
 - 3

6
6

3
6

7
 - 9

2
0

P
re

p
a

re
d
 b

y

D
a

te
: 6

/2
/2

0
1

4 ´
9-12 Attendance Areas

Fall 2013 - 2018 Forecasted Change



 Cobb County School District                                          SY 2013/2014 Report 

 73 Section Five - Page 
 6/11/2014 

 
Grade 9-12 CAPACITY MAP (2018) 
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Grades 9-12 Forecast MAP (Net Change 2013-2023) 
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Grade 9-12 Attendance Area Summaries 
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High School Attendance Area Student Population Projection Trends 
 

The Cobb County School District has sixteen comprehensive high schools with attendance 
areas.  During the Fall 2013 school year there were a total of 33,500 resident 9-12 students 
attending one of the CCSD sites (up from the 32,916 in 2012 and 31,888 in 2011.   According to 
the projections, it appears that the District’s 9-12 resident student population will continue to grow 
and may reached 40,360 9-12 students by Fall 2023.  The high school counts are projected to have 
a net increase of over 6,800 students by Fall 2023.   

Six high school areas in the district look to drive the growth over the next five years.  They 
are Campbell HS with an increase 598 students (26.5% increase), Osborne HS with an increase 816 
students (34.4% increase), Pebblebrook HS with an increase 920 students (43.7% increase), South 
Cobb HS with an increase 335 students (16.9% increase), Walton HS with an increase 366 students 
(12.8% increase) and Wheeler HS with 339 (18.2%).   

Areas of growth are driven by large feeder school classes coming through, including the 9th 
and 12th grade spikes in mobility.  CCSD has been experiencing an increase in enrollment at 9th 
grade as a result of students leaving K-8 private schools and charters to enter CCSD high schools.  
There is also an increase in 12th grade that may be due to student retention policies.  These 
observations are reflective in the mobility chart found on page 9.  The District average for 9th Grade 
Mobility is 1.30 but in some of the feeder areas those numbers are well above the District average.   

Four high school areas show projected decline over the next five years. Allatoona HS with a 
decrease 177 students (9.53% decrease), Harrison HS with a decrease 344 students (16.9% 
decrease), Kell HS with a decrease 142 students (8.9% decrease), and Kennesaw Mountain HS with 
a decrease 156 students (9.4% decrease).   

North Cobb HS should be considered an area to watch. The first five years of these 
projections indicate it will experience an increase through Fall 2018 with a net increase of 85 9-12 
resident students projected for that area.  Starting Fall 2018, NCHS could begin to experience a 
decrease in student population reaching 2,100 resident students by Fall 2023.  A net loss of over 
23.15%. 

 
Please see the Fall 2013 9-12 (High School) Attendance Matrix on page 28 for a detailed accounting of 

where the District’s 9-12 students attend versus where they reside. 

 
 
 
The District has provided DDP with the best available information at the time of this report.  The circumstances regarding 
future facilities are subject to change, especially when dealing with shifts in the housing market and economy.  The 
suggestions presented in this report are based upon the trends that the District is currently experiencing.  Projections should 
be updated annually to make sure to capture any changes that might occur more quickly than expected. 


